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c HA PEL OF AOS LIN. 


b Mew Chapel or College of RosLin, in 
14 ſome old writs RosEKELVYN “, in the 


ſhire of Mid-Lothian, about four miles ſouth- 


ward from Edinburgh, is ſituated on a riſing 
ground, called the College-Hill, charmingly 
beautified with wood, water, and rocks; the 
Eſk gliding along the weſt and ſouth foot of 


the hill, ſome tregs below ruſtling their boughs 


acrols the purling ſtream, others aloft 'waving 


their curling tops in the clouds, and the flinty- 


rocks jutting out here and there between the 
trees, thew their rugged forms and depending 
heads, and ferve to complete the delightfully 
variegated landicape.—A place formed by 
Nature for heavenly contemplation. _ 

ITbe church-yard is ſurrounded with a good 


wall of ſtone and lime; on the north-ſide of | 


which you enter by a door, whoſe pilaſters, 
and architrave are adorned with ſculpture, 
of flower- work. On the middle of the ar- 


4 
uo 


-"m A word in the Gallic or Erſe language, 1. 

nikfy ing a hill in a glen; exactly deſcriptive of 

the ſituatian of the place. 
; : 42 


JT. 
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Thitrave is placed a ſtone cut into an eqyuila- 


eräl triangle, on which are carvings reſem -- 
bling net-work; no doubt there have been 


other ornamental ſtones placed on each fide 
of this triangle, and per haps on the top of 
it, which is a little flat, as there are ſome 
fac ſtones, reſembling picces of leſſer pillars 
or ſpires, lying at the _ of this uy into 
the ehurch- yard. 

The Chapel, of old called he Chapel a- 
miriſti the woods, is all of free ſtone, and one 
of the moſt curious pieces of old Gothic work- 
manſhip in Europe, having on the north ſide 
twelve turrets or ſpires, ſeven lower ariſing 
on the face of the outer-wall, and five higher 
ariſing from the top of ſaid wall, and placed 
exactly behind an equal number of the lower: 
tlie other two of which are placed nigh and 
at tlie eaſt end of the wall, making up the 


north- part of the out- ſide of the altar. The 


lower and higher ſpires are united by two 
ſhort ſegments of an arch; a longer ſegment 
pailing from each higher ſpire to the top of 


the inner-wall. Upon each of theſe ſpires, 


both lower and higher, there are ſeverat 
niches for ſtatues ; but there are no ſtatues in 
them now. However the pedeſtals are ſtill 
extant, curiouſly cut out into antique and 
gr oteſque figures in baſlo-relievo, ſuch as an old 
man with a beard, in a poſture as collecting 
his ſtrength, with tlie head upper moſt: ano- 


ther with the feet uppermoſt; a fox carrying 


off a gooſe, and a man pulling hard to take 


2 — 


* 


Y f 5? 
the prey from the fox; a monkey or haba 
2 | one or more, and one of them he re and there 
9 4 hugging a puppy in its boſom, a cat, &c. | | 
There are five large arched windows below | | 6 
in the outer-wall, with a pillar or column 
riſing in the middle of each, and waving to 
the top of the arch in various ſhapes, ſome 
circular, others ſemicircular, &c. ſo that not 
one waving on the top of a pillar is like ano- 
ther. All theſe windows are prettily carved © |; 
even on the out- ſide, particularly on the ar- | 
ches, with foliage, &c. having niches on the 


AID 44 ˙ K 
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jambs, in which probably there have been ſta- f 
tzes of old, the pedeſtals of which are {till 
remaining. 


There are five leſſer arched windows oe 
1 reaching almoſt to the top of the inner wall, 
4 which appear to have had no pillar in the | 
Y middle of each. The roof between the | 
F outer and inner wall, formerly leaded, now : 
| | ſlated, with a flop to make the rain run the 
> better off, covers the greateſt part of theſe 4 
higher windows, and - the PROT of 4 
; the fabric, | 
x On the eaſt end, or altar, there are | five F 
3 lower ſpires, with niches for ſtatues, all ade- 
quate to thoſę of the ſame model on the north 
fide, with four large windows, a pillar raiſed 
in the middle of each, as in the windows be- | x 
low in the north ble. but differing from theſe | # 
in the various wavings on the tops of the | 
arches, as well as from each other. — The pe- 


Laer on which the ſtatues have been placed, 
| A 3 
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1 6 1 
all ewriouſly wrought off in ſculpture of 
Aae and groteſque figures in baſſo relievo, 


are 


Varying from one another, and from thoſe on 


the north ſide. 

The ſouth ſide is exactly the ſame with the 
north, as to the number and proportion of 
ſpires and windows; in the many ornaments 
of which {till the ſame wild agreeable varicty 
is moſt carefully obferyed. 

I bere are ſpouts at proper diſtances for let- 
ing the rain run down from the roots, cut in- 
to various ſhapes, as the body of a lion, the 
head of an old man, & c. 

On the weſt gable is a very plain ordinary 
bell-houſe, with places for two bells, and an 
iron croſs {till eptire on the top of it. There 
have been two other iron croſſes, one on each 
coyner of this gable, of which the erect parts 


are only now remaining; the traufverſe pieces 


being quite worn away by the injuries of the 
weather. : 
The high roof is arched, and well covered 
with flag ſtones —The entry. into this grand 
and facred ſtructure, is by two doors, one on 
the ſouth, the other on the north ſide; both 
which ſhall be deſcribed in their places: And 
no perſon can enter into it, who has the ſmal- 
leſt degree of ſolid thinking, without being 
ſtruck with reverential awe at its auguft ape 
pearance; ſo much is it a temple of the a- 
dorable Deity, and reflects the greateſt ho- 
hour on the founder and endower.—lt is de- 
corated with pillars, which delight the eye by 
a varicty of aſt cds, and which have had theig 


* 
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favention from good perſpective, Tuſean, 
Ruſtic, Doric, Tonic, Corinthian, and the 

* Compoſite or Italic. Richard Auguſ/tne Hay's 
NM. S. Memoirs, vol. II. p. 313. 

The height of the chapel within, from the 
floor to the top of the high arched Foup is 
40 feet, 8 inches. 

Breadth, 34 feet, 8 inches, 

Length, 68 feet. 

F _ At the ſouth eaſt corner you go down four ; 
Reps to a flat, having on each hand a plain 
ſquare yiche in the wall; from which flat you 
deſcend twenty ſteps more, into a ſubterrane- 
ous chapel, which has been likewiſe the ſacriſty 
and veſtry, whoſe height cannot be ſo exactly 
aſccrtained, as the floor is not taid with flag- 
ſtones, dat is very uneven with rubbiſh and 
ſtones; however with the utmoſt exactneſs 
that can be obſerved, it is in 


| 2 Height 15 feet, 2 inches. : j 1 
3B Breadth, 14 feet, EC 
S ' Length, 36 feet. ; ; 

w Ibis lacriſt y is only ſubterraneous at the ene | 
F try, or the weſt end of the eaſt gable, being = 
1 all above ground, occaſioned by the ſudden | | 
n declivity of the riſing ground. There is only | | | 
2 one window in it, which is in the eaſt wall, (14 
1 and is arched and large, but without any pil- 4 
1 lar in the middle of it. Here, no doubt, there 1 
i has been an altar, though there be no veſtige : "140 
55 of one now: when looking towards this | 4 
5 window, on your right hand, i. e. on the — 
Þ ſouth fide of the window, is an eſcutcheon { || 

- 


Fe | 
eouped, Caithneſs and DN The ſecond 
part couped of three. In the firſt part three 
ſtars or molets. In the ſecond three flowers 
de luce In the third a heart. —In a direct 
line with the ſaid eſcutcheon on the north 
fide of the window, is a ragged croſs very di- 
ſtint.—It has had a low arched door, now ſhut 
up with ſtone ang lime on the ſouth wall, by 
which one could enter into the veſtry, with- 
out going into the large chapel above ground. 
Alt has two ſquare niches in each ſide-wall, 
wherein, I ſuppoſe, the ſacred veſſels have 
been kept ; but particulary, in the north wall 
there is a large arched opening, like a preſs, 
in which the iron hinges or kooks of a door 
are ſtill to be difcerned. In this, | ſuppoſe, the. 
clerical veſtments have been laid up. There 
bas been another like arched opening in the 
ſouth wall, which is now filled up with ſtone 
and lime, In the fouth-caſt corner there is 
a font, with a little ſquare nicke cloſe by the 
eaſt ſide of it The arched roof of the ſa- 
exiſt y is pretty plain, having only ſix ragged 
lines cut acroſs from fide to ſide in baſſo- re- 
| evo, and one on the top, from end to end, 
in the ſame way, and croſling the former 
ones at right angles. 

On the top of the entry, which is an arch, 
down to the lacriſty, is the high altar, 2 feet, 
7 inches, by two ſteps up from the ſouth end 
of the large altar, with a beautiful font above. 
it in the fouth wall: Part of tlie floor of the. 


high altar is demoliſhed, On the high altar 


2 


CEP 


upon the eaſt wall, is built ſomething like 2 


ſeit about two feet high, which; perhaps, may 


have been a protheſis or ſide- altar table. 
The low, or large altar, is only one ſtep up, 
though perhaps more of old, from the floor of 
_ chapel, of 6 inches and an half. It is in 
Breadth, 11 feet, 3 inches. 
Length, 26 feet, 10 inches and an half. 
The roof of the altar, compoſed of four 
double arches, not being ſo high as that of 
the chapel by one half, the height of it, from 
the flour to the tops of the double arches with 
in, is fiſteen feet. 
+ There are ſeven pillars or columns on the 
north ſide, from end to end, including the pil- 
lar on the weſt wall, which is cut out in baſſo- 
relievo: and as many om the ſouth fide.—— 
There are likewiſe two pillars exactly in the 
middle of the chapel, proceeding from Fw 
mp up to the altar weſtward. 


The height of each pillar, including baſe EF 8 


capital, is the exact fourth of the whole height 
of the chapel, from the floor to the top of 
the high arched roof. n 
Fach range of pillars, from the oppoſite 

wall to the center of the colonade or range, 
is diſtant eight feet two inches; from the cen- 
ter of each of the two pillars in the middle, 
proceeding from the face of the altar weſt- 
ward to the center of the pillars on each hand 
north and ſouth, nine feet two inches; di- 
ameter of the fuſt or ſhaft of each pillar at 


the middle point between baſe and capital, is- 


—— — . — * — 
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two feet four inches; therefore the eireumfer · 
ence muſt be ſeven feet. 

The three pillars on the face of the altar, 
have oppolite to them on the eaſt wall, or 
pack of the altar, three ſmaller pillars cut out 
in baſſo-relievo; and each range of pillars 

rom eaſt to weſt has on the oppoſite wall an 
equal number of ſmaller pillars, cut out in 
the ſame way, each large pillar being united 
to its ſmaller oppoſite, by an architrave; ex- 

cepting the three columns on the forepart 

of the altar which are united to their ſmaller 
oppoſites by an arch, as all the lar ge ones are 
from eaſt to welt, except ſome few which ſhall 
þe remarked as we go along—Every one of 
the three ſmaller pillars on the back of the 
altar has a niche on each fide of its capital, 
in which a ſtatue has been placed. —At the 
back of the altar on the eaſt wall, are three 
riſings like ſeats, each of them about two feet 
high, which perhaps may have been ſo mauy 
ꝓrotheſis or ſide- altar tables, And who knows 
put that the large altar may have been divid- 
ed into three equal parts, as ſo many differ - 
ent altars; of which more hearafter. There 
are three little arched niches in the caſt wall 
ar back of the altar, apparently for ſacred 
veſſels to ſtand in; the bottom of each of them 
being almoſt in a line with the tops of * 
above riſings, like ſeats. 

All the or naments are in beilo: relieve; or 
gut out of the ſolid ſtone, as not one of the 
ſtatues i in niches, either within or — 1s 
Row to be ſcen. 
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Tach architrave is united to the oppoſits 
@rchitrave by a broad arch, every one of Which 
arches is carved in like manner as the roof of 
abe ſacriſty. And theſe arches, from archi- 


trave to architrave, form the roof between 


the outer 'and the inner wall, both on the 
north and ſouth ſides. 


All the capitals of the pillars are prettily 
cut out into flower- Work, foliage, or chaplets. 


To begin then with a particular deſcrip- | 


tion of the ſeveral pieces of decoration—The 
Key-ſtone of the double arch, immediately 


above the high altar, or the entry down te 
the ſacriſty, is pendant about two feet, two 


inches, in a fine piece of foliage. 


In the window, at the back of the high al. 
tar, directly oppoſite to the ſaid key-ſtone, in 


the ſouth eaſt corner of the chapel, on each 


pilaſter or jamb, are two cherubs, but one of. 
them is quite broke of—In this, and every 


one of the lower windows, there is a piece of 


caſtte-work, or a repreſentation of a tower, 
on each jamb; but ſome of them have been for- 
cibly broke off.—As alſo on each pilaſter of 
the lower windows there is a niche for a ſta= 
rue, and the pedeſtal is for the moſt part cut 
out into a cherub. 

Mr. Hay makes mention of a coat of arms 
above the high altar, but no fuch thing is now 
to be ſeen ; as ſeveral parts of this glorious fa- 


bric, particularly the end of an arch at the . 


north fide of the above window broken to 
pieces, were a little defaced by the mob in 


I 12 }J 
28868, on December 11. about ten o'clock at 
| Bight, after they had pillaged the caſtle of 
Roſlin ; vel. II. page 477. This mob, as I 
© have it from the beſt authority; conſiſted moſt- 
ly of Roſlin's own tenants. | 
The firſt and principal pillar of the whole, 
placed at the adjoining corner of the low and 
bigh altar, juſt as you go down to the ſacri- 
ſty on your left hand, is commonly called 
#he Apprentices Pillar, of which hereafter ; 
but by Slezer, in his Theatrum Scotiz, fol. p. 
63. Lond. 1693, the Prince's Pillar, J ſuppoſe 
from the princely founder. At has on the baſe 
of it ſeveral-dragons, in the ſtrongeſt or firſt 
kind of baſſo-relievo, as one can eaſily thruſt 
a finger or two between ſome parts of the 
dragons and the baſe. The dragons are chain- 
ed by the heads, and twiſted into one ano- 
ther. —This beautiful pillar has round it from 
baſe to capital, waving in the ſpiral way, four 
wreaths of the moſt curious ſeulpture of flow- 


er-work and foliage, the workmanſhip of each 


being different, and the center of each wreath 
diſtant from that of the neighbouring one a 
foot and an half. So exquilitely fine are theſe 


wreathings, that I can reſemble them to no- 


thing elſe but Bruſſel's-lace. The ornaments 
upon che capital of this pillar I muſt refer to 
another place, becauſe they have a connec- 
tion with other adjoining parts, and I chufe to 
g on with thoſe of the lower altar Ow ſouth 
or north. | 
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ye keyRone of the ſecond double dent 
— the ſouth end of the large altar, des 


pends, as the former one, in a piece of fo\ 
liage. The window oppoſite to the ſaid key- 
Kone, is ornamented with cherubs, as the ont 
formerly deſcribed ; only in this wir HE four 
cherubs are entire. 


The middle pillar on the PTR of the 


tar, has its eapital cut into flowers de- luce 
is the firſt kind of baſſo-relievo, fo as ſome 
parts of the ſculpture are quite free of the 
pillar, and the light paſſes through the open- 
avgs. On this capital there are ſeveral cherubꝭ 
playing on different inſtruments of muſie, vie. 
Malters, &c. 3 

The architrave joining the faid pillar t6 
tle ſecond middle piliar, down from the al- 
tar welt ward, has on both ſides only foliage. 
V pon or above the capital of this fecond pil- 
Jar, therc is a hare eating a cabbage, and an 
elephant; beſides ſome human figures defaced ; 
and a coat of arms facing weſtward, the field 
pf which, two ragged croſſes, and two ſhips, 
without ſypporters. This enſign armorial is 


not mentioned by Mr. Hay. A little a- 


bove this capital, in a direct line, there is 4 


niche for a ſtatue, almoſt wg as Te life, 
facing weſtward. 


The keyſtone of the third double arch, is 
peudant as the. two former ones, but ends in 


a repreſentation of the ſtar in the eaſt at our 


8 s birth; on the ſouth point of which 
Kands the Virgin Mother with the babe an 


— 


— 
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- 


* . * 


eee the north end of the altar, thats are 
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Aer arms. On her right hand, being the 
the next point of the ſtar, is the manger, and 
round from that, on the other points, are the 
wiſe men from the caſt, each of them having 
A long rod oy ſtaff in his hand—All theſe fi- 

gures are extremely diſtinct. 
Each corner of the window oppoſite to the 
ſtar has three cherubs (beſides thoſe which 
have been pedeſtals of ſtatues on the back of 


the altar four of which are in ſight of the 
ſtar,) with a ſcroll waving up and down from 


hand to hand, repreſenting, perhaps, the an- 


gelic declaration of the birth of the MeſRas to 


the ſhepherds, and the heavenly choir, praiſing 
Ced and ſayi ing, Glory to Cod in the higheſt; and 
n earth peace, good-will towards men. 

The key-ſtone of the fourth and laſt double 
arch above the large altar, depends in length 
as the former ones, and is a piece of foliags. 
Two ſides of this double arch, with your face 
towards the north weſt, repreſents the reſurees 
tion, by people riſing out of their graves like 


ſkeletons, and improving into proper forme 


placed cloſe to the ſkeletons. 


In the opoſite window, being the fourth in 
the altar, north eaſt corner of the chapel, there 


are two cherubs with ſcrolls as above, and 


four without ſcrolls. 


. Let us now go down from eaſt to weſt be- 
twixt the north wall and the north colongde. 
In the firſt window in the north wall „being 
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ew cherubs; each at the ſerting on of the ard} 
of the window. 

: Upon the capital of the fiſt pillar, there are 
cherubs playing on muſical inſtruments, one 
particularly on the bagpipe in the Highland 
way, by blowing with the mouth, and a che- 
rub with a book ſpread open before him. 
On the architrave joining the firſt pillar to 
the ſecond, with your face to the ſouth; you 
fee Sainplidr taking hold of the two pillars, 
and pulling down the houſe upon the Phili- 
Kines; and on the architra ve joining the ſecond” 
pillar to its ſmaller oppoſite one on the nortił 
walls, with your face to the weſt, you ſee the 
Philiſtines lying dead; ſo that theſe two ar- 
chitraves are reftangular to one another, and 
n mighty expreſſive of their deſign. 

Upon the capital of the ſecond pillar, there 
are baſkets ſomewhat like crowns, in foliage, 
and on the out- ſide of one of them there is 4 
human figure lying along at full length: 

In the ſecond window, are four cherube 
and foliage. 

Upon the capital of the ſmaller pillar on 
tlie north wall, oppoſite to the ſecond large 
pillar, there is a coat of arms, ſupported, er 
rather as it were held out, by two-men lying 

along, aud almoſt kneeling; one of them be-: 
ing well nigh deſtroyed. Hay, vol. TI. page 47. 
In the third' window, there are two cherubs 
| and foliage, two other cherubs being broke off: 
Upon the floor, preciſely between : the'ſe- 
evud.and third pillars, chere is a very rough 
* 
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Traught' of a man in armour, on a courſe flat 
ſtone, with his hands lifted up and joined to- 
gether as in prayer, with a greyhound at his 
feet and a lion rampaut at each ear. This, 
perhape, is the grave - ſtone of Alexander Earl 
of Sutherland, who was buried in thus Chapel, 
and was grandſon to King Robert Bruce. On 
the right hand ef the ſaid rough draught, on 
@ leſſer coarſe ſtone, there is an enſign armo- 
vial, pretty much wore out ; infomuch, that it 
is with difficulty you can ſee behind a broad 
ſword i in pale. And on the left hand, there 
35 juſt ſuch another leſſer coarſe ſtone, on 
| which appears to have been another eoat of 
arms; but there is nothing tobe ſeen diſtinctly. 
Upon the capital of the third pillar, there 
zs an elephant, a head of a ſerpent, &c. On 
the weſt fide of this third pillar, was erected 
the tomb of George Earl of Caithneſs, but it 
was lately removed by General St. Clair te 
where it now is, becauſe, in its former ſitua- 
tion, it ſpoiled the appearance of the Chapel 
fo that it would appear, he has been buried 
in the ſame vault with the Barons of Rollin. 
as his body is ſaid to lie before the tomb. Hay, 
wol. II. page 323, compared with 478, 

On the architrave from the third pillar to 
its oppoſite ſmall one on the wall, there is 
anly foliage. 

- Upon the capital of ſaid ſmall villar, there 
16:96 enſign amorial ſupported, or rather, as 
it were, held out to view, by twe men lying 
along and almoſt kneeling, This, and the 
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former ſimilar coat of arms upon ' the 6xpitF-- 


of the ſecond ſinall pillar, are ſs much defaced 
that one knows not well what to make of 
them; only on one of them, a ragged croſs & 
to be ſeen, though indiſtinctly, ariſing from 
the back of a beaſt like a dog, and ſomething 
like a flag waving from the top of the croſs. 
This laſt enſign armorial, viz, upon the capt 
tal of the third ſmall pillar, is not taken no 
tice of by Mr. Hay: perhaps theſe, ſo held 
eut or ſupportcd by two men, have been the 


coats armorial of William Prince of Orkney, 
&c. the founder of the Chapel, the one after 


his firſt, and the other after his ſecond mar- 


mage. | EE GY, 


In the fourth window are two ovheribs; one 


of them broke off, two antique heads and? 


foliage. 
At the foot of the third and fourth pillars, 


between them and the north wall, there i is a 
large flag-ſtone that covers the opening of the 
vault, which is the burial- place of the family 


of Roſlin, where ten Barons of Roſlim are now 
buried, This vault is fo dry, that tlieir bo- 


dies have been found entire after 80. years 


(ſays Slezer), and as freſh as when firſt buried. 


Theſe: Barons; (ſays: Mr. Hay), were buried 


of old in their armour, without any coffin; 


and were ſucceſſively, by charter, the patrons 


and protectors of maſonry in Scotland. Vol. 
II. page 543, 543, 550.“ And, ſays Mr. Hay, 


ce the late Roſlin my good - father (grandfa- 


— ther to the I Roy „Was the "_ 
wo K B:3; | 
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whoſe form is an equilateral ſpherical trian- 


Tit} 

* chat was buried in a coffin, againſt the dit 
ff timents of King James VII. who was then 
«in Scotland, and ſeveral other perſons well 
ff verſed in antiquity, to whom my mother 
5 (Jean Spottiſwood, grand-niece of Archbp. 
te Spottiſwood) would not hearken, thinking 
© it boggarly to be buried after that manner. 
F The great expence ſhe was at in burying 
her huſband, occaſioned the ſumptuary acts 
F* which were made in the following parli- 
+ ments.” | 

Upon the capital of the fourth pillar, are 
two angels remoring the ſtone from the door 


_ of the ſepulchre wherein our Saviour's body 
was laid, and two monſtrous beaſts, repreſents 


1585 perhaps, death and hell. 

On the architrave, betwixt the faid pillar 
25 its ſmaller one on the wall, chere is only 
ge 

Next to this 3 pillar, i. e. oppaſite 
40 the opening between the fourth and fifth 
Pillars, is the north door of the chapel, which 
'has an arched porch without, before you come 
o the door; then the top of the door on the 
:vut-ſide is an hyperthyron or architrave, but 
on the in-fide it is arched, and in enterin 
you go one ſtep down to the floor of the Chi 
pel. Above this door there is a little wind 


gle, waved into different ſhapes, withip this 


triangle, and adorned ou the inſide and outlide 


of its perimeter, .with foliage, &c. Upon the 


©, *apital of the fifth pillar is tht Mater dolord- 
a, with the beloved diſciple, looking at our 
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Savieur on the eroſs upon the eapital of the 
oppoſite ſmaller pillar, with the multitude 
around him, and the ladder up to the crofs on 
our Saviour's left hand. All theſe figures are 
very legible and diſtinct. The crucified thieves 
are not introduced here. 
Upon the capital of the taid gerd villas, 
there arc likewiſe two monſtrous beaſts. bs 
The fifth and laſt window in tbe nor th 
wall, has only foliage, and on one of the lower 
gor ners, three human figures in a groupe. 

Upon the capital ef the fixth pillar, there 
are two birds, one of them feeding the other, 
and a man prapplinp with a boar. 

The ſeventh pillar in the weſt wall, Bas 1 in 
its capital a eberub, with a ſcroll waved up 
and down, from hand to hand, and, upon * 
capital, two dragons intwiſted. 

At the north weſt corner, betwixt the aid 
Ith pillar and the north wall, is the tomb 
of George Earl of Caithneſs, which, though 
ſomewhat defaced by the mob in 1688, bath 
this inſcription in capitals ſtill. very legible. 

HIC JACET*- NOBILIS-AC- POTENS- DO- 
MENVS: GEORGIVS' QYONDAM- CO- 
MS. CATHANENSIS* DOMINVS+ SIN- 
CLAR. JUSTICIARVS: HEREDITARIVS. 

DIOCESIS: CATHANENSIS QVI- OBIrr. 


EDINBURGH: 9. DIE MENSIS: SEP TEM- 
BRIS* ANNO- DOMͤINI. 158222 
Above this inſcri Tption Is his coat of arms, 
furmounted with an Earl · coronet, with 
{pread eagle on the by of the coronet; els 
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two nens rampant and two ſhips ; fuppertety 


two griffins; motto in eapitals, © COMMIT 
THY VERK TO GOD: On the top of the 
tomb there is a pine-apple. 

Let vs now return to the Prince's or Ap» 
prentice's Pillar. and go down from eaft to 


weſt, between the ſouth wall and fouth 7 81 


of pillars 
The firſt window in the ſouth wall, 
mediately above the hiph altar.and the it 


down to the acriſty, has two cherubs and 


Ks 2 

Upon the capital of the prince s Pillar, 
the {ide oppoſite to the ſouth wall, are, Iſaac 
upon the altar, and the ram below it caught 
in the thicket by the horns: and on the eaft 
end of the architrave (that joins the ſaid pil- 
lar to the ſecond), next to the Prince's Pilz 
lar, is ABraham ſtanding, in view of the al- 


tar, with his hands lifted up in prayer; en 


the other, or weſt-end of the ſame architrave, 
next to the ſecond pillar, is a man playing on 
the bag - pipe, in the Highland manner, by. 
blowing with the mouth, and another human 


figure at his right - foot, lying long, and 


ſleeping; 

On the arckitrave.; joining the Prince! s Pil- 
lar to its ſmaller oppoſite. one. in the ſouth 
'wall, with your face to the eaſt, and to the 


entry of the facriſty, you read the fenen 


inſcy' iption, in old Gothic characters, thus: 


_ The (yllabication and pointing are kere pre 
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RITAS, EsDRAS, ch. 3. 4. 
The ſecond window has four cherubs, one 
of them broke off, and foliage. Upon the 
eapital of the ſecond pillar, there is an an- 
tique head, and a monſtrous beaſt like an 
elephant. ; 

On the eaſt fide of the cd which 
Joins- the ſecond large pillar to its ſmaller op- 
polite one on the ſouth wall, withypur back 
to the ſacriſty, you view the following fine 
fpures from ſouth to north, or, from the left 
to right land; 1. A bifhep-cardinal, as be 
has-on his head a cap, and not a mitre, with 
his epiſcopal-ſtaff, or croſier, in the left hand, 
and a Bible, with two claſps in the right. 
2. A cripple with bis ſtilts under his arms 
leading a blind man. 3. One clothing the 
naked, by throwing a garment over the head 


of a figure, whoſe naked ſhoulders and back 


are very expreſſive. 4. Viſiting the ſick in 
bed. 5. Viſiting in priſon. ' 6. A woman 
taking care of babes, meaning, no doubt, 
fatherleſs orphans. 7. Feeding the hungry. 
8. Burying the dead. 9. Another cardinal- 
biſhop, as he has a cap and not a mitre on his 
head; with a key, the emblem of diſcipline, 
in the left hand, and lying up and down his 
breaſt in a ep * 88 en hand 
15 not introduced. $236% 03 4 £024 
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On the oppoſite, or weſt ſide of the famb 
architrave, with your face to the ſacriſty, yoo 
view the like number of figures from north 
to ſouth, or from left to right. 1. A biſhop 
with a mitre on his head, and dreſſed in other 
pontifical ornaments, holding the paſtoral- 
ſtaff or croſier in the left hand, and giving 
the bleſſing with · the right hand lifted up, 
and the two fore-fingers-particularly point- 
Ing out. This is the effigies of Thomas 
Spence biſhop of Aberdeen, to which See he 
was removed from Galloway in 1459. 806 
that here are thirteen years at leaſt, and 
perhaps many more, before the building was 
brought this length; for Thomas died biſhop 
of Aberdeen in 1480. Hay, vol. II. p. 289. 
Keith's hiſtorical catalogue of Scottiſh biſhops, 
P. 67, 8. 2. A man with a cloak about 
him, and his hands in his ſides, which I take 
to be the repreſentation of the proud Pha- 
riſee; and my reaſons for ſo ſaying will ap- 
pear from the 6th figure. 3. A drunkard, or 
wine-bibber, guzzling down the liquor out of 
a large tankard or jug. 4. Two gluttons 
devouring a whole loaf. 5. A traveller with 
his ſtaff and ſcrip. 6. The humble Pablican, 
looking down and ſmiting upon his breaſt: 
7. Bacehus, with eluſters of grapes around 
him. 8. A man and a woman embracing 
and killag one another. ꝙ. Behind the wo- 
man, a devil iſſuing out of a ee mots 
repreſenting the jau of bell, and ſtretching 
2 paw to catch bold of chem, aud drag 
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mem along with him into that place of for- 
ment. All theſe figures,” en both ſides of 
this Tame architrave, are entire and extreme» 


ly diſtinct. | P 


From this particular feleriprion of both ſides 
of this architrave, I muſt obſerve, once for all; 
that wherever an arch, or any ſide of one, an 
architrave, or any ſide of one, a capital of a pil- 
lar, &c. is not particularly deſcribed, there 
muſt be nothing in er upon any of theſe but 
flower-work, foliage, or chaplets, and no live- 
ſigure at all, nor inſcripton. 
lun the lower ſouthweſt corner of the third 
window, is the devil ſitting as a pedeſtal of a 
ſtatue, and looking up to the ſaid wine- biber, 
gluttons, &c. laughing at them, and having in 
his left hand a mace or large club. The arch 
of the window is ornamented with cherub 
above cherub at fult.length, nine in all, with 
their wings expanded,crowns upon their heads; 
and each having a ſerol negligently waved 


From hand to hand, and beyond ; the upper- 


molt cherub on the key-ſtone is cut in a dif- 
ferent attitude from the reſt, having four Fl 


his right, and as mapy to his left hand; as if 


they were mounting upon each fide of him. 
D pon the capital of the-third kante are an 
antique head and two birds. 

In the fourth window two chat with 
ſcrolls waving from hand to hand, &c. 

Upon the capital of the fourth 
tique heads and a wild beaſt, 


pike, ane 
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pon the kapital of the oppoſite ſmaller 
| Pillar, ſeme human figures. 
Nigg to this {mall pillar is the ſouth "THO 
directly oppoſite to the north door. On the 
vaſt fide of which fouth door, i. e. between 
it and ſaid ſmall pillar, is a fount for holy 
water,— This ſouth door appears to have beca 
the principal entry, as it is more decorated 
than the north door. There is an arched 
porch without, before you come to the door, 
and at each ſetting on of the arch, there is 2 
cherub, with a ſcroll waved from hand to 
hand, and at the top of each pilaſter without, 
a little alide from it, there is a pretty fall 
Pillar in a n — The doors, 2rched 
both without and within, and in enter ring 
you go down two ſteps to tbe floor of the 
chapel. — Above the door there is a little 
window, whofe form is an equilateral ipbe- 
Tical triangle, waved into diferent ſhipes 
Kithin the perimiter, in which it varies from 
the like window above the north door, and 
is adorned on the out-fide and in- ſide of its 
perimiter, with a different foliage from that 
of the little north window. 
In the nfth and lat window in the fouty 
wall, there is, in the ſouth-eaſt corner of it, 
a man in armour on horſeback, with a ſęcar 
or lance in his hand, repreſentiag, I ſfeppetc 
St. George killing the dragon; and in the 
fourth weſt corner or it, a chered, with a Troll 
wared from band to kind, and a RAA 
gere bckde bim. | 
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On tbe north ide of the areh, which jp, 


the fifth and ſixth pillar, ſtanding in the midy 
dle area, with your back to the north door, 
you ſee very iſtinctly the twelve apoſtles, with 
the enſigns of the ſever al kinds of death they 
ſuffered, and four other human figures with 
like emblems, repreſenting, no-doubt, ſome of 
the primitive martyrs for the Chriſtian faith. 

Upon the capital of the ſixth pillar, are 
fome human figures defaccd. 

The capital of the ſeventh pillar i in the weſt 
wall is cut out into foliage extremely fine, 
and upon it there is a man ſitting with a en 


broad-ſword in bis right hand. 


Here is the proper place to give the reaſons 
Why the Prince's Pillar, juſt as you go down 


to the ſacriſty, is called the Apprentice's Pil- 
lar; for the ſaid ſeventh pillar, i in the ſouth» 
welt col ner, above half-way up to the top of 
the inner wall, there is exhibited a young 


man's head, called the Ap pr entice's head, with 


a ſcar above. the right brow, repreſenting a 
wound by a ſtroke; directly 0yofite to 
which, along the weſt wall in the north-weſt 
corner, is the head of an old man, with a moſt 
ſurly frowning countenance, and a long 


board, ſaid to be the repreſentation of che 


Mafter-maſon's head, who killed the Ap» 
prentice out of envy, , a blow on the bead. 
In a line with the Apprentice's head caſt ward, 


directly above the ſiath large ſouth pillir, is 


the head of a woman Weeping, ſa d to be the 


mother of the Apprentice mourning thy fate 


S 
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Ar ber fon. Oppoſite to the weeping head, 
Airectly above tlie ſxcth large north pillar, is 
a cherub with a ſcroll waved from hand to 
Sand. — Theſe : figures are extremely ſtrong 
and exprefive; and what illuſtrates the nax- 
rative is, a tradition that has prevailed in the 
Family of Roſlin, from fath& to ſon, which 
is, — That a model of this beautiful pillar 
having been ſent from Rome, or ſome fo— 
reign place, the maſter-maſon, upon viewing 
zt, would by zo means conſent to work off 
ſuch a pillar, till he ſhould go to Rome, or 
ſome foreign part, to take exact inſpection of 
the pillar, from which the model had been 
taken; that, in his abſence, whatever might 
be the occaſion of it, an Apprentice finiſhed 
the pillar as it now ſtands: and that the ma- 
Ker, upon his return, ſeeing the pillar fo ex- 
Huiſitely well finiſhed, made enquiry who had 
Hone it ; and, being Kung with envy, flew 
the apprentice. 

In the weſt gable there "Re heen a very 
large arched window, now entirely filled up 
with ſtone and lime.—Oppaſite to this wins 
gow, ſtreight up from the ſecond pillar down 
Hom the face of the altar, is another large 
arched window, out of which one could look 
over the roof of the altar. This window is 
likewiſe filled up with ſtone and lime, except 
a ſmall part at top. On each pilaſter of this 
laſt window there are two niches for hetugy 
Aug as big © as the life, 
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Streight up from the capital of each targ 
pillar, i in the middle area of the chapel, half 
way up to the top of the high roof, is a niche 


for a ſtatue. 


Round the whole chapel within, is a belt | 
or line of a vaſt variety of wreathing-work i in 


baſſo-relievo, proceeding in an horizontal 
ind perpendicular way, the better to humour 


the ſoles of the windows ; but it is arched 


over the tops of the two doors. 


Ih he inſide of the bigh arched roof is all cut! 


out into ſquares of various figures in flower- 
work, particularly rofes, foliage, &. 


The weſt gable is extended farther than 
the fide walls of the chapel 26 feet ſouth, 
end as many north, aud on the eaſt - ſide of 
each extenſion there are two pillars equi- 
diſtant from ove another, and from each cor- 
per, which have been intended to run up in- 


to turrets-or ſpires; from all which, it plain- 


7 appears, that a much larger building has 


een deſtgned to the welt, of which the pre- 


fent chapel would have been only the choir- 


And indeed the marks on the welt gable are 


very plain, from whence the ſide walls were 
to chave beth advanced, whoſe foundations 
| have been diſcovered, in etowing up the b 
ground, a good way weſtward. Theſe marks 
re about 91 feet diſtant from each other 
and 4 ſmall part of the north wall, about 


3 feet from the weſt cable; i is actually built. 


On the outſide of this gable, you ſce chree 
large « doors all filled up with tone and lime 
X 3 id 4 
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Whoſe lintles and ſome of the jams are cut 
out into foliage and flower- work, and others 
of the jams are figured into pillars with flow- 
ered capitals; the ſouth pilaſter of the ſouth 
door, and the north pilaſter of the north 
door running up, each from its flowered ca- 
Pital, into ſmall genteel pillars, equally high 
in their capitals, with the tops of the inner- 
fide walls of the channel. | | 

There are ſeveral fonts curiouſly ornament- 
ed on the outſide of the weſt wall, particu- 
Iarly tWo, one on the north, the other on 
the fouth of the three doors, each of which 
i incloſed within two very pretty little flow- 
ered pillars or ipires, ending in top with 


pieces of ſculpture reſembling [mall flowered 


vaſes. 


Between the ſaid north and middle door, 


as high as their hyperthyrons, there is the 
figure of a man ſtanding, and tied to a rock, 


by his middle and ancles, with his hands tied. 


behind his back, and having a human figure 
with whici he is tied. Of this figure I can 
conjecture no. other meaning, than that of 
St. Michael upon a rock, which receives 
ſtrength from the conſideration that the 
princely founder of this chapel was hanour- 
ed with being one of the Knights of the 
Cockle, after the order of France, which, 
among other emblems, has a medal hung up- 


on the breaſt, repreſentiog St. Michael upoy 


- 


fitting at each foot, and holding the rope | 
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2 rock, whence they are ealled Knights of st. 


Michael. Hay. vol. II. p. 234, 313. 
There are alſo fome cherubs on the outſide 


of the weſt gable, with ſcrolls waving from 
hand to hand. 


WIIIIAM Sr. CARE Prince of Ork- 
ney, Duke of Holdenbourg, Earl of Caith- 
nels, &c. Baron of Roſlin, &c. the 7th of the 
name from the days of Malcolm Kenmure, 
and deſcended of noble parents in France, 
founded this moſt curious chapel or college, 
for a provoſt, ſix prebendaries, and two fing- 
ing boys, in 1446, and dedicated it to St. 
Matthew the apoſtle and evangeliſt ; but Sle- 
zer erroneouſly ſays in 1440, and gives ah 
outſide view of this rare edifice, from a cop- 
perplate, which, by the bye, ſeems inferior 

to thoſe only in pen and ink work, given by 
Mr. Hay, vol. II. p. 362, 527, 531. ; 

The ſacriſty, or veſtry, was founded by his 
firſt lady Dame Elizabeth. Douglas, formerly 
counteſs of, Buchan, and daughter of N 
bald tlie ſecond. of that name. 

Prince William endowed the 3 with 
Ws church lands of Pentland, four acres of 
meadow near that town, with the Kips, and 
eight ſowms graſs in the town of Pentland. 
A ſucceſſor of his, alſo William of Roſlin, en- 
dowed it, by his charter of February 5. 1523, 
with ſome portions of land near the chapel, 
for dwelling-houſcs, gardens, & c. to the pro- 
voſt and prebendaries, Hay, vel. II. p. 505. 
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And yet, ſuch is the inſtability of human af. 
fairs, juſt 48 years after this laſt endowment, 
In-1571, February 26. we find the provoſt 
and prebendaries reſigning, as by force and 
violence, all, and ev ery. one af the ſeveral do- 
nations, into ſecular hands unalienably ; and 
complaining, that, for many years before, 
their revenues had been violently: detained 
From them, inſomuch that they had received 
little or no benefit from them. Qſie nadimo- 

dum, ſay they, multis jam annis elapſis, a 1+ 
bis violenter detentæ fuerunt, ut inde vel pa- 
gum vel nihil praßcui receperimus, To this 
deed of reſignation, or charter, as it is ac- 
tually called, the ſeal of the chapter of this 
collegiate church was appended, being St. 
Matthew in a kirk, red upon white wax; as 
alſo: the ſeal of the then Sir William Sinclair 
of Roſlin, being a ragged croſs, red upon 
white wax. Hay, vel. II. p. 350, who adds, 
The ſubſcribers can ſcarcely write, and they 
Are, Dominus Fohannes Robeſon præpoſitut de 
Koſliu, Dominus Johannes How vicarus pen- 
fionarius de Pentland, manu ſua, Hexricus 
Sinclar prebendarius, W. Sinclar of Raſlin 
Knight, coram his teſtibus, (ſays the copy of the 
charter), Magiſtro Johanne Hentyſon de Bens 
897, Patricio Douglas, Roberto Kite. 

In the charter of February 5. 1523. four 
altars are particularly named: firſt, That of 
St. Matthew: 2dly, That of the Virgin Mo- 
ther. 3dly, That of St. Andrew: And, ithly, 

Ahat of St. Peter; which-two laſt, perhaps, 
have been leſſer altars placed at tuo of the 
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pers or rather, 1 am inelined to T3 17 
formerly hinted, that the large altar has leen 


divided into two or three; which, (with the 


High altar, and that of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
which has been, I ſuppoſe, -in the facrilty, | 
though there be no veltigs* of it now,) make 
Four or five in all, 

That this poble deſign Akt be executed 

accordingto taſte, and with the greater ſplen · 


dor, the Prince invited the moſt accomplifhed 
artificers, maſons, -carpenters, ſmiths, &c. 


from foreign parts; and that they might be 
the more conveniently lodged, for carrying 
on the work with the greater eaſe and diſ- 
patch, he ordered them to build the village 
-or town of Roſlin, where it now is, nigh to 
the chapel, having been formerly half a'mile 
diſtantfrom its prefent ſithation; and he gave 
each of them a houſe and lands in proportion 
to character: Befides, he gave to the maſters. 


| maſon forty pounds, and to every other maſon 


ten pounds yearly; and rewarded tho ather 
workmen with ſuch wages as their labours 
entitled them to. 

About that time the town of Roſlin, being 
next to Edinburgh, and Haddington in Eaſt- 
Lothian, became very populous, by the great 
concourſe of all ranks and degrees of vito 
that reſorted to this Prince at bis palace or 
caſtle of Roſlin; for he kept a great court, 
and was royally ſerved at his own table i in 
veſſels of gold and filver; Lord Dirletori 


12 his — ET. Lord Borthwick 
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his cap-bearer, and Lord Fleming his earvers 
in whoſe abſence they had deputics to attend, 
viz. Stewart laird of Drumlanrig, Tweddie 
laire of Drumerline, and Sandilands laird of 
Calder. He had his halls and other apart- 
ments richly adorned with embroideted hang- 
ings He flouriſhed in tke reigns of James 
L and IN.—His Princets, Elizabeth Douglas, 

already mentioned, was ſerved by 75 gentle- 

women, whereof 53 were daughters of noble- 

men, all clothed in velvet and filks, with their 

chains of gold and other ornaments, and was 

attended by 200 riding gentlemen in all her 

Journeys ; and if it happened to be dark when 

| the went to Edinburgh, where her lodgings 

were, at the foot of the Black-Friar's wyud, 

eighty lighted torches were carr':.d before her. 
In dignity ſhe was next to the Queen. Lay, 

1 7 ol. II. p. 234. 

. The village of Roflin was erected into a 

Git oh of —— by King James the Second, 
at Strivelin, June 13. 1456, with a WY 

market on Saturday, a yearly fair on the feaſt 

of St. Simon and Jude, a market croſs, &c. 

The ſame is confirmed by K. James the Sixth, 

Jan. 16. 1622 ; and by K. Charles the Firſt, 

| gy 6. 1650, Hay, Vol. II. page 284. | 

= The Princely founder and endower of this 

chapel died about 1434, Hay. vol. II. p. 477. 

before the chapel was finiſhed; which was 

done by his eldeſt ſon of the ſecond marriage, 

Sir Oliver St. Clare of Roſlin, whoſe mother 

, was Lady Marjory Sutherland, deſcended of 
Che blood royal, her great-graud- -mother Jang 
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Bruce bein g younger daughter of King Robe 
Bruce. So that the building of this gloriong 
edifice, worthy of a crowned. head, tho” the 
work of a ſubje&, has employed at leaſt forty 
years; and it is a pity, we cannot now come 

to the knowledge of the total expence, which 
muſt have been a very great ſum in thoſe days. 
The father was alive for certain in 1476, as 
we find, him granting charters. on September 
9. of that year, to his ſon. the foreſaid Sir 
Oliver. Hay, vol. II. p. 289, and 296. | 

Of late years this chapel was in great dan- 

ger of beoming quite ruinous through the: in- 
juries of weather: but to the great honour of 
the late General, St. CIARR; then proprie- 
tor, be it remarked, that he happily prevented 
that, by putting new flag · ſtones on the roof, 
and new wooden caſements with glaſs into 
all the windows. He likewiſe laid the floor 
of the chapelwith new flag-ſtones, and rebuilt 
the. high wall round the czmeterie; ſo that . 
ene may venture to ſay, theſe repairs have 
colt a very conſiderable ſum, 
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P. S. It.y was thought improper to inſert 
the many titles of the worthy and pious found 


er in the body of the work; and therefore 
they are here ſubjoined. 
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{Witrtian ST, CrARE, Prince of Orkney, 
Duke of Holdenbourg, Earl of Caithneſs and 
Strathern „Lord St. Clare, Lord Nithſdale, Lord 
Admiral of the Scats ſcas, Lord Chief Juſtice 


of Scotland, Lord- Warden of three marches 


etwixt Berwick and Whithorn,. Baron of 

offin, Baron of Pentland and Pentland Moor 
in Free F orreſtrie, Baron of-Couſland, Baron 
of Cardain-St. Clare, Baron of Herbertſhire, 
Baron of Hlectford, Baron of Graham Shaws, 
Baron of Kirktone, Baron of Cavers, Baron 
of Newborough, Baron of Roxburgh, &c, 
Knight ofthe Coekle after the order of France, 
and Knight of the Garter after the order of 
England. Great Chancellor, Chamberlain, 
and Lieutenant of Scotland. “ Titles to 
weary a Spaniard,” /ays Mr, Richard. Augus 
Nine. Hay. J 0. II. pe * 
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